BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
away, so that bombing attacks from Italian territory
are not likely. Such attacks would be quite feasible,
however, from the Balearic Islands. In any case, for
the moment the entrance to the Mediterranean is in
British hands.
Further, Great Britain also commands the entrance
into the Mediterranean from the other end. She holds
the Suez Canal and defends it from Egyptian territory.
Since 1922 Egypt has been an independent sovereign
State, and since 1936 she has been an ally of Great
Britain. This 1936 agreement provides that after the
lapse of eight years all British military forces are to be
withdrawn from the interior and concentrated around
the Suez Canal. The chief garrisons of the British
Army and the chief bases of the British Air Force in
the Suez Canal zone will be at Ismailia, situated at
about the middle of the Canal, and at Geneffa at the
southern end. The strength of the British forces in
this zone is to be limited to 10,000 men and 400 pilots.
After the passage of twenty years the British and
Egyptian governments will go into conference to decide
whether the safety of the Canal still requires the
presence of British troops on Egyptian territory. By
the same agreement all Egyptian harbours are at all
times at the service of the British fleet.
Great Britain's strong position at the Suez Canal is
protected against attacks from the north by British
territory in Palestine. Any attack from Libya would
be a very difficult operation owing to the natural
barrier represented by the great Libyan Desert. Aero-
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